
 
 
 

City Council Agenda 
 

MEETING DATE: Tuesday, April 22, 2025, at 5:30 PM  

MEETING PLACE: City Hall, 101 W. Main Street, Madison, IN 47250 
 

A. Lord’s Prayer/Pledge of Allegiance  

B. Calling of roll & notice of absentees 

C. Reading, approving, correcting, or disposing of minutes from prior meeting 

D. Presentation of petitions, memorials, remonstrance’s, introduction of motions and guests 

• Proclamation for National Travel and Tourism Week May 4-10, 2025 
• Swearing In of new MPD Officers: 

 Charles Alton, Coley Arvin, Jeremiah Douglas, Nathen Hobbs 

E. Resolution or Bills  

• Resolution 2025-5C: Supporting 2025 Flood Recovery Efforts 

(Provides free removal of solid waste and debris for those impacted by the flood.) 
 

• Resolution 2025-6C: Park NRO Balance Correction 

(Transfers amounts between positive/negative park funds.) 
 

F. Reports, recommendations, other business from standing/select committees of the city council 

G. Reports of city officials 

• Economic Development Associate Director: Emily McKinney: Riverfront Liquor License Renewals 

 Red on Main  

 Rivertown Grill  

 Ohio Theatre  

 Red Bicycle Hall  

H. Bills on second reading 

• Ordinance 2025-5:  Repeal & Replace Section 70.04 Code Regarding Golf Cart Regulations: 
Sponsor: Schafer: Tabled 4/8/25. 
(Updates ordinance to add clarity to definitions and where golf carts, LSV’s and ORV’s are allowed. A 
replacement ordinance has been included to reflect proposed amendments as recommended by 
Special Projects Committee.) 

 

I. Miscellaneous 

J. Public comments (per sign-up sheet) 

K. Mayor’s comments  
L. Next Council Meeting: Tuesday May 6, 2024, at 5:30 PM @ City Hall Council Chambers  
M. Motion to adjourn. 



 

 
 
 
City of Madison acknowledges its responsibility to comply with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990. To assist 
individuals with disabilities who require special services (i.e. sign interpretative services, alternative audio/visual 
devices, etc.) for participation in or access to County sponsored public programs, services and/or meetings, the City 
requests that individuals make requests for these services forty-eight (48) hours ahead of the scheduled program, 
service and/or meeting. To plan, contact ADA Coordinator at 812-265-8300. 



 
 
 

Common Council Minutes 
MEETING DATE: Tuesday, April 8, 2025, at 5:30 PM 
MEETING PLACE: City Hall, 101 W. Main Street, Madison, IN 47250 

The Common Council of the City of Madison, Indiana, met in regular session at 5:30 P.M. at City Hall, 101 W. Main 
Street, Madison, IN 47250. 

Mayor Bob Courtney opened the meeting with the Lord’s Prayer, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  

Present: Thevenow, Krebs, Dattilo, Storm, Wilber, and Bartlett were present. Schafer attended the meeting via 
Microsoft Teams conference call (7-0).  

Minutes: Bartlett moved to approve the March 18, 2025, regular meeting minutes, seconded by Thevenow. All in 
favor, motion carried (7-0). 

Presentation of petitions, memorials, remonstrances, introduction of motion & guests: None. 

Resolutions or bills: Resolution 2025-3C: Supporting Targeted Property Tax Relief (Sp. C. Krebs): In response to 
SB1 proposing major property tax reform that will harm municipalities. The proposed resolution expresses the City of 
Madison’s opposition to state legislation that would significantly reduce municipal property tax and business 
personal property tax revenues, citing a projected $4.5 million loss over three years. The resolution highlights the 
essential role property taxes play in funding critical services and urges the Indiana General Assembly to reject any 
tax changes without a full, equitable replacement funding source. It supports targeted tax relief for vulnerable 
populations while advocating for the financial stability of municipalities. Motion: Bartlett moved to approve 
Resolution 2025-3C, seconded by Krebs. Roll Call Vote: Thevenow – Y, Krebs – Y, Dattilo – Y, Schafer – Y, Storm – Y, 
Bartlett – Y, Wilber – Y. All in favor, resolution passes (7-0). 

Resolution 2025-4C: Rename Madison Municipal Airport to Regional Airport (Sp. J. Bartlett): Recognizes 
airport’s expansion and expanded role for our regional aviation needs. The proposed resolution authorizes the official 
name change of Madison Municipal Airport to Madison Regional Airport, reflecting its expanded role in regional 
economic development and aviation services. It also directs the Airport Manager to coordinate with relevant 
agencies and update all materials to reflect the new name. Motion: Krebs moved to approve Resolution 2025-4C, 
seconded by Thevenow. Roll Call Vote: Thevenow – Y, Krebs – Y, Dattilo – Y, Schafer – Y, Storm – Y, Bartlett – Y, 
Wilber – Y. All in favor, resolution passes (7-0). 

Reports, recommendations, and other business from standing/select committees of City Council: None. 

Report of city officials: Director of Streets, Facilities, & Solid Waste – Chris Hale: The TSO recently underwent 
its semiannual inspection, which resulted in no major findings. However, there was a noted opportunity for 
improvement in documentation procedures for backup workers. This aspect is already being addressed as part of 
an ongoing process update. Chad, the IDEM Inspector, expressed his appreciation for the quality of the facility and 
offered to bring colleagues from the main Indianapolis office to tour the TSO, highlighting it as one of the better 
facilities he inspects. The compost yard inspection took place at the end of 2024, with no issues reported. Plans for 
remodeling and upgrades to the TSO, in collaboration with JTL, have been finalized. Improvements will include 
structural enhancements, new fencing, concrete work, and paving. Advertisements for project bids will be published 



 

soon. The switch to tipper trucks has had a clear positive impact on safety, with no Workers’ Compensation claims 
related to trash pickup reported since their implementation. The river is cresting after recent flooding caused by the 
weather. Vaughn Drive and the side streets were barricaded off as a safety precaution. The emergency declaration 
was declared early so affected residents would have time to evacuate. The city is now preparing for flood clean-up 
once the water recedes next week. 

Mayor – Bob Courtney: Recommendation to HDBR: Chris Cody: Mayor Courtney nominated Chris Cody for the 
Historic District Board of Review vacant seat. Motion: Bartlett moved to approve the Mayor’s HDBR vacant seat 
nomination, seconded by Thevenow. All in favor, motion carried (7-0). 

Bills on second reading: Resolutions or bills: Ordinance 2025-4: Vacant and Abandoned Structures: Establishes 
a registration and maintenance standard for vacant and abandoned structures. Motion: Thevenow moved that on page 
7, section G, the word “non-masonry” be included at the beginning of the sentence “Exterior surfaces shall be 
protected from the elements and decay by painting or other protective covering or treatment,” and remove the 
sentence, “Peeling, flaking, fading, and chipped paint shall be eliminated and surfaces repainted,” seconded by 
Storm. 

Both Councilman Schafer and Mayor Courtney recommended not including the non-masonry language mentioned 
in the proposed amendment. Mayor Courtney also recommended leaving the last sentence in section G as is, but 
add, “Unpainted masonry elements may remain unpainted unless they are deteriorated or no longer 
weatherproofing,” and leave the sentence “Peeling, flaking, fading, and chipped paint shall be eliminated and 
surfaces repainted unless it is waived by the hearing authority.” 

Motion: Thevenow moved to amend his amendment that on page 7, section G, the word “non-masonry” be 
included at the beginning of the sentence “Exterior surfaces shall be protected from the elements and decay by 
painting or other protective covering or treatment,” and leave the sentence but change it to read, “Peeling, flaking, 
fading, and chipped paint shall be eliminated and surfaces repainted except in the case of historic masonry 
materials,” seconded by Schafer. 

Mayor Courtney recommended that the council deny the amendment. Councilwoman Dattilo shared her concern 
that the amendment may encourage further deferment. Councilman Wilber noted that it raises several questions 
regarding the distinction between masonry and non-masonry structures, and he expressed concern that it could 
create confusion for both the council and the individuals it would impact. 

Thevenow withdrew the amendment. 

Motion: Thevenow moved that on page 7, section G, the word “non-masonry” be included at the beginning of the 
sentence “Exterior surfaces shall be protected from the elements and decay by painting or other protective covering 
or treatment,” seconded by Storm. Roll Call Vote: Thevenow – Y, Krebs – N, Dattilo – N, Schafer – Y, Storm – N, 
Bartlett – N, Wilber – N. Majority opposed, amendment fails (2-5). 

Debbie Beemon, of Walnut Street, expressed her view that the paint amendments are a minor concern and urged 
the council to move the ordinance forward to address the dilapidated structures in the area. Bryan Shaw, the City 
Building Inspector, informed the council that owners of affected brick structures would not be directed on specific 
actions by the city. Instead, they would present their own plans to the city. Champ Clausen, 722 West Third Street, 
expressed his opinion that it would not be fair if there were to be an exclusion in the ordinance for masonry 
housing. Champ would like to see the council vote in the affirmative for Ordinance 2025-4. Mike Pittman, 420 Elm 
Street, presented a photo to the council of the home he lives in currently. Mike agreed with Champ Clausen that 
masonry homes cannot be excluded, and it is a maintenance issue, not a brick issue. 

Motion: Thevenow moved that page 9, section 7, a quarterly report shall also be presented to the council, and add 
a sentence where appropriate that “all notices be sent to property owners under this ordinance shall be mailed by 
certified mail,” seconded by Bartlett. 



 

Thevenow withdrew his motion after Councilwoman Krebs suggested he split the motion into two motions, 
otherwise, she would vote no. 

Motion: Thevenow moved that page 9, section 7, a quarterly report shall also be presented to the council, seconded 
by Krebs. Roll Call Vote: Thevenow – Y, Krebs – Y, Dattilo – Y, Schafer – Y, Storm – Y, Bartlett – Y, Wilber – Y. All in 
favor, motion passes (7-0). 

Motion: Thevenow moved to add a sentence on page 5, where appropriate, that “all notices be sent to property 
owners under this ordinance shall be mailed by certified mail.” Motion dies for lack of a second. 

Chris Cody, Chair of the Madison Main Street Program's Small Business Support Committee, who frequently hears 
concerns from Main Street business owners about vacant and abandoned buildings, praised the Mayor and City 
Council for taking meaningful steps to address the issue with this ordinance. 

Bills on second reading: Resolutions or bills: Ordinance 2025-4: Vacant and Abandoned Structures: Establishes 
a registration and maintenance standard for vacant and abandoned structures. Roll Call Vote: Thevenow – N, Krebs – 
Y, Dattilo – Y, Schafer – Y, Storm – Y, Bartlett – Y, Wilber – Y. Majority rules, ordinance passes (6-1). 

Ordinance 2025-5: Repeal and Replace Section 70.04 Code Regarding Golf Cart Regulations: Updates ordinance 
to clarify definitions and where golf carts, LSVs, and ORVs are allowed. Motion: Krebs moved to table the ordinance, 
seconded by Wilber. Roll Call Vote: Thevenow – N, Krebs – Y, Dattilo – Y, Schafer – Y, Storm – Y, Bartlett – Y, Wilber – 
Y. Majority rules, motion passes (6-1). 

Karen Skillman, 1505 Michigan Road, requested that the council share with the public what the proposed 
amendments are. The council shared the proposed amendments. 

Miscellaneous: None. 

Public comment (per sign-up sheet): Sandy Palmer, 105 East Third Street, thanked the council for the discussion over the 
ordinances tonight. Brenda Bentz, 2970 N 533 W, had questions and concerns regarding solar, previously postponed 
applications, and the 2-mile buffer zone. 

Mayor’s comments: Thank you to everyone who has been out responding to the last five days of severe weather. 
Disaster assessments and recovery modes will take place soon. 

The next regular meeting will be Tuesday, April 22, 2025, @ 5:30 pm.  

Adjourn: Thevenow moved to adjourn, seconded by Bartlett. All in favor (7-0). 

Attested: 

 
Mayor 
 
 
President Pro Tempore 
 
 
Shirley Rynearson, Clerk-Treasurer 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 
 
 

National Travel and Tourism Week 2025 Proclamation 

WHEREAS the travel industry is essential to the success of every industry and will continue to be a critical part of 
Madison & Jefferson County, Indiana’s economy, development, and workforce. 

WHEREAS travel is an economic powerhouse for every state and destination across the country, with an economic 
output of $2.9 trillion, supporting 15 million American jobs. One in every 11 U.S. jobs depend on travel, making it a 
critical driver of our economy and a force for connection and opportunity. 

WHEREAS travel spending supports our clean, safe, and beautiful communities of Madison and Jefferson County by 
generating $6.9 million in state and local taxes to support essential services, such as education, emergency response, 
public safety and more. 

WHEREAS travel enables success for all industries—including manufacturing, agriculture, defense, healthcare and 
more—by driving sales growth, innovation, education, and operations that power our economy, our nation, and 
Jefferson County. 
 
WHEREAS 46 cents of every tourism dollar spent in Jefferson County stays local. 

WHEREAS tourism supports more than 691 jobs with over $16.3 million in total wages in Jefferson County. 

WHEREAS tourism brings over 300,000 unique visitors that make over 1.8 million total visits per year to enjoy 
Madison’s architecture, natural beauty, exciting festivals, unique shopping and dining, and unmatched 
hospitality. 

WHEREAS overnight trips to the community have increased 22% since 2019, resulting in over 170,000 visits 
supporting lodging, restaurant, retail, and service industry businesses. 

WHEREAS America’s travel industry cannot be globally competitive without maximizing growth in leisure, business, and 
international inbound travelers; increasing travel to and within the United States drives our economy to a more 
prosperous future and connects America.  

WHEREAS travel is an essential industry, and we must continue to communicate that growing travel leads to economic 
growth, benefits businesses, fosters mutual understanding, and connects the nation. 

Therefore, I, Mayor Bob G. Courtney, do hereby proclaim May 4-10, 2025 as National Travel and Tourism Week in 
Madison & Jefferson County, Indiana, and urge our citizens to join me in recognizing the essential role this industry plays 
in Madison, Jefferson County, and Indiana.  
 

 

_______________________ 
Bob G. Courtney 

Mayor of Madison, Indiana 



RESOLUTION NO. 2025-5C 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MADISON, 
INDIANA, SUPPORTING 2025 FLOOD RECOVERY EFFORTS 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Madison recognizes that beginning Friday, April 4, 2025, the City of Madison, 
Indiana had a significant rain event and severe flooding of along the Ohio River that negatively 
impacted certain properties in the City of Madison; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Madison Mayor and Common Council continues to support flood recovery 
efforts by those negatively impacted; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Madison Mayor and Common Council desires to support the flood recovery 
with the following measures:  
 

• Solid waste and debris removal related to the flood will be free of charge to those in the 
affected area along the Ohio River within the City of Madison. This includes fees at the 
Transfer Station.   

• All those who reside and/or operate a business in the affected area will not be charged a 
building permit fee but are still required to obtain one, if required. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MADISON, INDIANA, that:  
 
Section 1. The Common Council hereby adopts the above listed efforts to support flood recovery in 
the City of Madison, Indiana. 
 
Section 2. This resolution shall take effect April 22, 2025. All provisions shall be made effective 
retroactively to April 11, 2025. 
 
The foregoing ordinance was adopted by the Common Council, City of Madison, Indiana at a regular 
meeting held on the 22nd day of April 2025. 
 
 
        PRESENTED BY: 
 
 
        __________________________________ 
        Councilman 
 
 

        __________________________________ 
        Bob G. Courtney, Mayor 
(SEAL) 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 

__________________________________ 
Shirley Rynearson, Clerk-Treasurer 



Resolution # 2025-6C 

A RESOLUTION OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MADISON, INDIANA  

TRANSFERRING CERTAIN APPROPRIATIONS AND REVENUE BETWEEN DIFFERENT FUNDS. 

WHEREAS, per IC 6-1.1-18-6 a transfer of money from one budget classification to another; a transfer is necessary to clear 

out negative balances from the fiscal year 2024. This transfer does not increase the 2024 Budget nor the 2025 budget. 

NOW, Therefore, be it resolved BY the Common Council of the City of Madison, Indiana that the following certain funds 

are transferred: 

From Appropriation 
Name: 

Appropriation #: To Revenue 
Name: 

Revenue #: Amount: 

Crystal Beach Grant 
Match 

2258-110-600 Park NRO Other 
Revenue 

  2211-975 $85,000.79 

From Appropriation 
Name: 

Appropriation #: To Revenue 
Name: 

Revenue #: Amount: 

Park & Rec General 
Fund 

2204-020-600 Park NRO Other 
Revenue 

  2211-975 $36,451.83 
 

TOTAL OF 
TRANSFERS 

   $121,452.62 

 

The above entries will resolve the 2024-year end negative balance of $121,452.62, in the Park NRO Fund #2211 

while not increasing any appropriations for the 2024 Budget or the 2025 Budget. 

The foregoing Resolution was passed and adopted by the Common Council, City of Madison, Indiana  
On the 22nd day of April, 2025. 
 

PRESENTED BY:  
  

    
Councilman  
  

    
Bob G. Courtney, Mayor 
   
(SEAL)  
ATTEST:  
 

 
 

 
    
 Shirley Rynearson, Clerk-Treasurer 

 



FUND TITLE 

,...Bank Number 0 

1101 GENERAL FUND 

1102 PETTY CASH 

2204 PARKS - PARK & REC GENERAL 

2209 COUNTY TAX FUND (35.48) 

2211 PARKS - PARK NRO (35.18) 

2212 PARKS - SUNRISE GOLF COURSE 

2213 PARKS - CRYSTAL BEACH POOL 

2214 PARKS - RUCKER SPORTS COMPLEX 

2215 PARKS - CITY OF MADISON CAMPGROUND 

2226 COMM - COMM DEV AND EVENT 

2228 POLICE - POLICE CON'T EDUCATION 

2234 PPD - UNSAFE BLDG FUND (35.58) 

2235 RIVERBOAT DIST FUND 

2236 RAINY DAY FUND (35.43) 

2240 LIT-PUBLIC SAFETY LOCAL INCOME TAX 
FUND 

2256 OPIOID SETTLEMENT UNRESTRICTED 

2257 OPIOID SETTLEMENT RESTRICTED FUND 
� -................ � 
2258 PARKS - CRYSTAL BEACH GRANT MATCH 

2259 CLIFTY DRIVE SIDEWALKS GRANT MATCH 

2261 PARKS - SUNRISE GOLF COURSE IMPR 
FUND (35.61) 

2262 PUBLIC SER.VIDEO (35.63) 

2263 PPD - P.A.C.E. NRO 

2264 EMER RESPONSE TEAM 

2266 INSURANCE 

2267 WILSON AVENUE STATE GRANT MATCH 

BALANCE BEG 
OF YEAR 

-42078.87 

385.00 
� 

38953.79 
85422.78 

-121452.62

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

3800.90 

117063.42 

125250.32 

21294.61 

458.12 

497422.47 

83616.44 

85227.45 

8�00.79 

7689.19 

940.00 

2084.35 

608999.06 

7906.44 

59752.32 

0.00 

User ID: SRYNEAR 

Installed by the CITY OF MADISON-2014 Page: 1 

Fund Report Date: 04/14/2025 10:06:18 

All Funds FUNDACCOUNTS.FRX 

From 01/01/2025 Thru 12/31/2025 

Grouped By Bank Number 

Ordered By Fund Number 

REVENUE DISBURSED BALANCE BEG REVENUE DISBURSED CURRENT 
YTD YTD OF MONTH MTD MTD BALANCE 

361344.67 1792893.73 -1473627.93 0.00 0.00 -1473627.93
0.00 0.00 385.00 0.00 0.00 385.00 

12403.85 205718.53 -154360.98 0.00 0.00 -154360.98

356430.01 524522.33 -82669.54 0.00 0.00 -82669.54

583.00 60086.99 -180956.61 0.00 0.00 -180956.61

79874.66 73796.11 6078.55 0.00 0.00 6078.55

20055.00 28903.06 -8848.06 0.00 0.00 -8848.06 

5282.65 4767.25 515.40 0.00 0.00 515.40
100364.66 10622.74 89741.92 0.00 0.00 89741.92

11552.73 10835.35 4518.28 0.00 0.00 4518.28 
17666.90 64516.23 70214.09 0.00 0.00 70214.09

0.00 0.00 125250.32 0.00 0.00 125250.32
0.00 34990.00 -13695.39 0.00 0.00 -13695.39

0.00 0.00 458.12 0.00 0.00 458.12 
337973.25 326378.75 509016.97 0.00 0.00 509016.97

0.00 0.00 83616.44 0.00 0.00 83616.44 
0.00 30000.00 55227.45 0.00 0.00 55227.45 

0.00 0.00 85000.79 0.00 0.00 85000.79 
0.00 0.00 7689.19 0.00 0.00 7689.19 
0.00 0.00 940.00 0.00 0.00 940.00 

0.00 2084.35 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 
165140.00 180555.00 593584.06 0.00 0.00 593584.06 

2500.00 0.00 10406.44 0.00 0.00 10406.44 

500.00 2963.75 57288.57 0.00 0.00 57288.57 
0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 



[Pre-1975 Property Tax Recoditication Citation: 6-1-1-24 part.] 

Formerly: Acts 1975. PL.47, SEC.I. As amended by Acts 1981, PL.46. SEC.2; PL.69-1983, SEC.5; PL.57-1991, SEC.I: PL.17-1995, 

SEC.4; PL.90-2002, SEC.161; PL.137-2012. SEC.29; PL.184-2015, SEC.9; PL.184-2016, SEC.13; PL.252-2019, SEC.3; PL.257-

2019, SEC.49; PL.156-2020, SEC.19; PL.159-2020, SEC.27; PL.38-2021, SEC.JO; PL.156-2024, SEC.14. 

IC 6-1.1-18-6 'fransfer of money from one budget classification to another 

Sec. 6. (a) The proper officers of a political subdivision may transfer money from one major budget classification to another within 
a department or office if: 

(1) they detennine that the transfer is necessary;

(2) the tnmsfer does not require the expenditure of more money than the total amount set out in the budget as finally determined
under this article; and

(3) the transfer is made at a regular public meeting and by proper or inance or resolution.

(b) A transfer may be made under this section without notice and without the approval of the department of local government
finance. 

[Pre-1975 Propmty Tax Recodificatiou Citation: 6-1-1-24 part.] 

Formerly: Acts 1975, PL.47, SEC.I. As amended by PL.57-1991, SEC.2; PL.90-2002, SEC.162; PL.173-2003, SEC 7 and PL.256-

2003, SEC. /6. 
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