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Historic District Board of Review Application for 
Certificate of Appropriateness at 708 W. Third St to 
replace chain link fence with vinyl privacy fence. 
Application Date:  August 5, 2024 
HDBR Meeting Date:   August 26, 2024 
 
Project Description: 
Certificate of Appropriateness application to build a 
replace chain link fence with vinyl privacy fence. 
 
Current Zoning:      Project Location:  
 Historic District Residential (HDR)    708 W Third St.     

 
Applicant:      Owner: 

Tricia Hackney Bird 
708 W Third St 
Madison, IN 47250 

Same 

 

 
Supporting Documents: (Only include items included with application – sample list below) 
 COA application 
 Photographs 
 Site Plan 
 Copy of HDBR meeting public sign 

Alterations, Historical Information, & Prior Approvals: 
Date 1890 
Style  
Evaluation Contributing 
Survey Notes  

 
Alterations:  
Historical Information/Misc. Important Information: 
Prior COA Approvals: 
 
 

http://www.madison-in.gov/


 
 

Guidelines, Standards, & Ordinances 
HDBR Guidelines: 
Madison Historic District Design Guidelines – 20.0 FENCES AND WALLS p. 88-90 
20.1 Retain and preserve historic cast iron fences and walls. These features contribute to the overall 
historic appearance of the property.  
20.2 Maintain historic cast iron fences and walls. Keep these site features in good repair.  
20.3 Repair historic cast iron fence and wall material following the standards for the relevant material, 
such as wrought iron, wood or masonry. 
20.4 Replace in kind. If replacement is necessary, use new materials that match the historic material in 
composition, size, shape, color, pattern and texture. 
20.5 Design new fences that are compatible with the associated building, site and streetscape in height, 
proportion, scale, texture, material, and design. Appropriate fence materials along front or readily visible 
side property lines include wood pickets or metal designs. Fence types such as wire, chain-link, and vinyl 
are not appropriate.  
20.6 Fences shall not exceed a height of three (3) feet in front yards and other areas of primary visual 
concern. Fences at rear yards and other areas not readily seen from the public view may be up to six (6) 
feet in height. The transition between low front fences and higher rear fences should be made as far to 
the rear of the enclosed structure or yard as possible, and no more than half the depth of the yard 
forward of the principal structure.  
20.7 Historic retaining walls should be preserved. New retaining walls are appropriate where a distinct 
change in grade exists. Such walls should be constructed of brick, stone, or concrete block covered with 
stucco. 
20.8 The use of false historical details or other non-original architectural embellishments on existing 
fences is not appropriate.  
20.9 Contemporary or utilitarian fence materials are not appropriate for fences in the public view. 
Inappropriate materials include: plastic, vinyl, chain-link, and wire. The use of these materials may be 
appropriate for rear yards and side yards not visible from the public view. If chain-link fencing is 
introduced it is recommended to be vinyl coated (dark green or black) to be as unobtrusive as possible. 
Use plantings such as ivy or other vines to screen metal fences. 
 
 
Ordinance: 
151.34 Visual Compatibility Factors 
(A)   Height. The height of proposed buildings shall be visually compatible with adjacent buildings. 
(B)   Proportion of building's front facade. The relationship of the width of building to the height of the 
front elevation shall be visually compatible to buildings, squares, and places to which it is visually related. 
(C)   Proportion of openings within the facility. The relationship of the width of the windows to height of 
windows in a building shall be visually compatible with buildings, squares, and places to which the 
building is visually related. 
(D)   Rhythm of solids to voids in front facades. The relationship of solids to voids in the front facade of a 
building shall be visually compatible with buildings, squares, and places to which it is visually related. 
(E)   Rhythm of spacing of buildings on streets. The relationship of the building to open space between it 
and adjoining buildings shall be visually compatible to the buildings, squares, and places to which it is 
visually related. 



 
 

(F)   Rhythm of entrance or porch projection. The relationship of entrances and porch projections to 
sidewalks of buildings, squares, and places shall be visually compatible to the buildings to which it is 
visually related. 
(G)   Relationship of materials, and texture. The relationship of materials, and texture of the facade of a 
building shall be visually compatible with the predominant materials used in the buildings to which it is 
visually related. 
(H)   Roof shapes. The roof shape of a building shall be visually compatible with the buildings to which it 
is visually related. 
(I)   Walls of continuity. Appurtenances of a building such as walls, wrought iron, fences, evergreen 
landscape masses, and building facades, shall, if necessary, form cohesive walls of enclosure along a 
street, to insure visual compatibility of the building to the buildings, squares, and places to which it is 
visually related. 
(J)   Scale of a building. The size of a building, the building mass of a building in relation to open spaces, 
the windows, door openings, porches, and balconies shall be visually compatible with the buildings, 
squares, and places to which it is visually related. 
 
Secretary of the Interior Standards: 
NA 
 
Preservation Brief: 
NA 
 
Conformance with Guidelines, Ordinance & Standards: 
The project is not in conformance with the guidelines and ordinance, due to the materials proposed. 
The fence will be visible from street. 

 
Think GIS Map 

 
















