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PROJECT BRIEF 
 

Historic District Board of Review Application for Certificate of 

Appropriateness at 407 E. Vaughn Dr. to build top floor addition on 

north side of structure.   

 

Application Date:  August 29, 2023 (extended twice)  

HDBR Meeting Date:   November 27, 2023 

 

Project Description: 

Certificate of Appropriateness application to build top floor addition on north side of structure. 

 

Current Zoning:     Project Location:  

 Open Space (OS)    407 E. Vaughn Dr.   

    

 

Applicant:      Owner: 

 Steve Buchanan     B & H of Madison LLC 

1627 Fisher Ridge Rd.     1679 Old SR 62 

 Milton, KY 40045     Madison, IN 47250 

 

 

Supporting Documents: 

 COA application 

 Photo of property 

 Drawings of proposed addition 

 Copy of HDBR meeting public sign 

 GIS map 

 

Date c. 1900 

Style Vernacular 

Evaluation Non-Contributing 

Survey Notes  

 

Alterations:  

Cementitious & aluminum siding; corrugated exposed fastener roof; casement windows w/ applied 

muntins (on some windows); modern doors 

Alterations, Historical Information, & Prior Approvals: 

http://www.madison-in.gov/


 
 

Historical Information/Misc. Important Information: 

N/A 

 

Prior COA Approvals: 

N/A 

 

 

 

 

HDBR Guidelines: 

Madison Historic District Design Guidelines – 26.0 New Construction - Additions p. 88-90 

26.1 Where possible, locate new additions at the rear so that they have a minimal impact on the façade 

and other primary elevation of the affected building or adjacent properties.  

26.2 The overall proportions of a new addition should be compatible with the existing building in height, 

scale, size, and massing so as not to overpower it visually. A new addition should never be taller or wider 

than the original structure unless required by code or a non-aesthetic functional requirement. Observe 

the principle of “additive massing” where the original structure remains dominant and the additions are 

adjoining and smaller masses.  

26.3 The design elements of a new addition should be compatible with the existing building in terms of 

materials, style, color, roof forms, massing proportion and spacing of doors and windows, details, 

surface texture, and location. Contemporary adaptations of the original which clearly look like an 

addition and reflect the period of construction are encouraged. 

26.4 Additions should be constructed so that they can be removed from the original building in the 

future without irreversible damage to significant features. Additions should be set in at least one foot (1’) 

to show a break between the original structure and the new addition. 26.5 Vinyl, aluminum, or pressed 

wood are not appropriate on additions to historic buildings. Other substitute siding or trim may be 

allowed. SEE SIDING GUIDELINES.  

26.6 Wood windows are most appropriate for new additions within the historic district; however, 

substitute window materials may also be acceptable for new additions. SEE WINDOWS GUIDELINES. 26.7 

Rooflines of new additions should be similar in form, pitch, and eave height to the roofline of the original 

building.  

26.8 Foundations should be similar to or compatible with the existing foundations in material, color, 

detailing, and height. SEE FOUNDATIONS GUIDELINES.  

26.9 Consider in your plan older additions or other alterations to existing buildings that have acquired 

significance over time when planning and building a new addition. 

 

 

Ordinance: 

151.34 Visual Compatibility Factors 

(A)   Height. The height of proposed buildings shall be visually compatible with adjacent buildings. 

(B)   Proportion of building's front facade. The relationship of the width of building to the height of the 

front elevation shall be visually compatible to buildings, squares, and places to which it is visually related. 

Guidelines, Standards, & Ordinances 



 
 

(C)   Proportion of openings within the facility. The relationship of the width of the windows to height of 

windows in a building shall be visually compatible with buildings, squares, and places to which the 

building is visually related. 

(D)   Rhythm of solids to voids in front facades. The relationship of solids to voids in the front facade of a 

building shall be visually compatible with buildings, squares, and places to which it is visually related. 

(E)   Rhythm of spacing of buildings on streets. The relationship of the building to open space between it 

and adjoining buildings shall be visually compatible to the buildings, squares, and places to which it is 

visually related. 

(F)   Rhythm of entrance or porch projection. The relationship of entrances and porch projections to 

sidewalks of buildings, squares, and places shall be visually compatible to the buildings to which it is 

visually related. 

(G)   Relationship of materials, and texture. The relationship of materials, and texture of the facade of a 

building shall be visually compatible with the predominant materials used in the buildings to which it is 

visually related. 

(H)   Roof shapes. The roof shape of a building shall be visually compatible with the buildings to which it 

is visually related. 

(I)   Walls of continuity. Appurtenances of a building such as walls, wrought iron, fences, evergreen 

landscape masses, and building facades, shall, if necessary, form cohesive walls of enclosure along a 

street, to insure visual compatibility of the building to the buildings, squares, and places to which it is 

visually related. 

(J)   Scale of a building. The size of a building, the building mass of a building in relation to open spaces, 

the windows, door openings, porches, and balconies shall be visually compatible with the buildings, 

squares, and places to which it is visually related. 

 

Secretary of the Interior Standards: 

Standards for Rehabilitation 

1. A property will be used as it was historically or be given a new use that requires minimal change 

to its distinctive materials, features, spaces and spatial relationships. 

 

Preservation Brief: 

N/A 

 

Conformance with Guidelines, Ordinance & Standards: 

The project is in conformance with Guideline 26.1 because the proposed new addition will be placed on 

the north but is not in conformance because the addition will affect a primary façade [this structure is 

located on a highly visible corner, so all sides are highly visible; however, given its status as a non-

contributing structure, the addition will not have any impact upon the designation rating]; is in 

conformance with Guideline 26.2-26.3 because the proposed addition is of the appropriate massing in 

relation to the existing structure and the new materials will match existing materials; is not in 

conformance with Guideline 26.4 because the new addition will require the demolition of the entire 

north wall [unknown if the north wall is a historic original wall or contemporary wall]; is in conformance 

with 26.6-26.9 because the new windows will match the existing windows, the foundation will be the 

same or compatible to the existing, and prior alterations/additions have been considered and factored 

in to the design of the proposed new addition; is in conformance with the Ordinance because the 

proposed materials and addition will be visually compatible with the existing structure; and is not in 



 
 

conformance with SOI for Rehabilitation because the proposed alterations involve more than minimal 

exterior visual change. 

 

 

 

Think GIS Map 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  


























