Home • Basics • Details • Get Involved • Links • Definitions


Stormwater Program Index
Catch basin – Chamber usually built at the curb line of a street for storm water or surface water to enter a storm sewer or subdrain. 
Combined sewer system – A piped, underground sewer system that conveys both stormwater and sanitary waste under wet weather conditions. Under dry weather conditions, only sanitary waste is conveyed in the system. During a storm event, stormwater enters the system and mixes with the sanitary waste. 
Detention basin – A basin that is designed to manage stormwater runoff by temporarily holding and controlling the water’s release. A detention basin is dry between storm events.
Erosion – The wearing away of the land surface by water, wind, ice, gravity or other geological agents.
Household hazardous wastes (HHW) – Leftover household products that contain corrosive, toxic, ignitable, or reactive ingredients. This can include products such as paints, cleaners, oils, batteries, and pesticides. These products contain potentially hazardous ingredients and require special care when you dispose of them. 

Hydrology - The science of behavior of water in the atmosphere, on the surface of the earth and underground.
Illicit discharge - Discharge to a storm sewer or combined sewer system that is not composed entirely of stormwater or allowed by an NPDES permit.

Impervious area - Any surface such as roads, rooftops or parking lots that does not allow water to soak into the ground.
Indiana Department of Environmental Management (IDEM) - The state agency responsible for administration of laws and programs to control and/or reduce pollution of air, water, and land, including NPDES. IDEM is responsible for management of NPDES permits for urban areas like Madison.
Infiltration - Movement of precipitation through a soil’s surface to fill the spaces between soil particles.
Minimum control measures (MCMs) - Stormwater management programs that are required under the Indiana NPDES permit. These MCMs include public education and outreach; public participation and involvement; illicit discharge detection and elimination; construction site stormwater runoff control; post-construction stormwater management; and pollution prevention and good housekeeping for municipal operations.
National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) - A regulatory program created and administered by the EPA. NPDES was originally enacted to eliminate point source pollution by the mid-1980s through a process of wastewater permitting and regulation. In the 1990s the EPA charged this program to take on non-point source pollution, including stormwater runoff.
Non-point source pollution (NPS) - Pollution that enters a water body from diffuse origins on the watershed and does not result from direct conveyances. NPS pollution occurs when rainfall or snowmelt runoff moves across the ground, carrying pollutants into streams, lakes, wetlands, and groundwater. 
Pollutant - A contaminant that adversely alters the physical, chemical, or biological properties of the environment. The term includes nutrients, sediment, household hazardous wastes, and all other substances harmful to water quality.
Retention basin - A basin that is designed to manage stormwater runoff by holding and controlling the water’s release. A detention basin contains water between storm events.
Sediment - Mineral and/or organic solid material that is in suspension or being transported from its site or origin by air, water, gravity, or ice. This can include topsoil, sand, silt, clay, minerals, and other soil particles.
Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4) – A publicly-owned conveyance system that is designed and used for collecting and transporting storm water runoff.  An MS4 typically includes catch basins, pipes, gutters, open swales, ditches, and creeks.

Stormwater – The water that results from natural precipitation, including rainfall and ice melt.
Surface runoff or stormwater runoff- Any surface flow, runoff, and drainage consisting of stormwater as well as water from washing cars, overwatering lawns, and other sources. Surface runoff washes over land, roofs, and paved surfaces into lakes, rivers, and streams untreated, and can carry pollution directly into our natural water resources.
US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) - The federal agency responsible for administration of laws and programs to control and/or reduce pollution of air, water, and land, including NPDES.
Watershed - The region drained or contributing water to a stream, lake, or other body of water.
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