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The City of Madison Historic District Board of Review meeting scheduled for the month of February was 

held February 23, 1998 at 7:30 p.m. in the City Hall Building. Bob Snodgrass, Chairman, presided over 
the meeting with the following board members present: A. Patton, D. Adams, D. Riddle, K. Washer, D. 

Steinert and Judy Collins. Board welcomes their new member, July Collins. Also present were: 
Steve Williams, Attorney; Jim Storm, Building Inspector; & Marlene Joslin, Secretary. There were no 
additions or corrections to the previous month's minutes as distributed so they stand approved as 
recorded and distributed. 

Dana Riddle spoke saying that she had planned to have a meeting concerning guidelines, I went ahead 
and set the meeting date and later found out that a lot of members could not come at the time I had set so 
we wanted to let you know that it was postponed and we will try and set up a date and time that will 

correspond with everyone's schedule a little better. Reason for this meeting is input from people in the 
community who are interested in helping work on this booklet and get ideas. Historic Landmarks has 

access to different consultants and firms who do this and they also have access to funding sources that we 
could utilize because after research I believe it is going to be a little more than we have been allocated in 
the budget so that is why Laura with Historic Landmarks is here, just wanted to open it up to see when a 

meeting could be opened to the community. B. Snodgrass said he had raised the question at this point 
and time it would appear to me that this would not be an official function of this Board, this would just be 
an informal meeting until we would hear otherwise from the Mayor just who would be appointed to chair 
this meeting. Does the board think we should wait until we have clarifIcation from the Mayor? D. 

Steinert said he thought it would be wise. The Mayor has not designated anyone to be in charge of this 

function. D. Adams said we could tentatively set a time, possibly before we have our board meeting. 
Time was discussed and a 7:00 p.m. meeting was best for most board members, day of week would be, 
Thursday, advertise in advance. Make no decision until the Mayor makes a decision of who will be in 
charge of this meeting. Dana will talk to the Mayor, meeting will last approx. 1 to 1-112 hours. 

1. Jerry L. Beech - C. of A. to tear down old out-building and erect a new garage at 742 W. 3rd 

Street (rear). Zoned Historic District Residential (HDR) 
Jerry Beech, 742 W. 3rd Street, was present to speak for his application stating that the new 

structure will be white metal, pole type garage, 24' x 36' and the old shed will be demolished. Mr. Beech 
passed around pictures of what the building would look like for board members to view. The new 
building will be 5' from the east side property line which is the side that Barbara Walters was concerned 

with. Dana was concerned that Mr. Beech did not bring in enough information for them. Steve Williams 
said he had enough information and a drawing, the Ordinance says we do not have to be any more 

detailed than we are. No further questions from the board. Roll call - All Approval votes - Application 
granted as applied for. 

2. Charles & Bonnie Bersch - C. of A. to replace roof with shingle roof, replace aluminum siding 
with new vinyl siding, put roof over existing porch at 204 St. Michaels. Zoned Historic District 
Residential (HDR) 

Charles Bersch, 204 St. Michaels, was present to speak for his application stating that he has 
some drawings, turned in pictures. I want to take ofIthe standing-rib roof and resheet it and go back to 

shingles, porch entrance is a flat roof and at first I was just going to put a little hip roof over it but I got 
married and she would like to have a roof over the whole area, shingles would match. I currently have 

aluminum siding, 20 years ago my mother let people insulate it and now I have these little plastic plugs in 

the siding, if it wasn't for that I would have it acid washed and painted but I would like to replace it with 
vinyl. Brackets will stay. House was built in the late 1800's. No further questions or comments from the 

board or the audience, Roll call: All Approval votes - Application granted as applied for. 

3. Gary McConnell- C. of A. to remove exterior door, replace wlwindow (dbl.hung) consistent 

w/other existing window style, replace existing concrete side porch w/wood material, posts & rails, 
replace concrete walk wlbrick, build 6' x 10' outbuilding at rear of property, add shutters to side 

porch elevation at 703 W. Main Street. Zoned Specialty District (SD) 
Gary McConnell, 703 W. Main St. , was present to speak for his application. Dana Riddle made a 

comment that what Gary had done was what they need for applications. Gary received the same 
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application and intormation that every applicant receives. Dana said she had been in this house and he is 

doing a wonderful job. No further comments or questions from the audience or the board. Roll call: All 

Approval votes. Application granted as applied for. 

Jim Sto~ told the board that he bought a 35MM camera so we will be starting with the slides 

again. Sorry it. took so long but had to wait for the money and wanted to get a good one. It is at your 

disposal if there is a need to take pictures of something to come betore the HDBR. 

Dana mentioned the window at the Electric Lady. Jim will check it out. t I 

Suzanne Skaggs, E. Main St., would like for the people in the community to know that vinyl and 

aluminum is not the answer to all their problems, not true. Speaks of Item #2 being approved. B. 

Snodgrass said he is covering up the holes. D. Adams said they put one every foot, looks bad. 

B. Snodgrass said the next item to be discussed is vinyl siding. Need guidelines for the public. B. 

Snodgrass had drawn up some guidelines and they were mailed to all board members, you know vinyl 

siding is not mentioned in our Ordinance Overlay. Steve Williams, Attorney, said he is not involved in 

policy making, my opinion is the Ordinance and what it provides for and the Ordinance railure to address 

vinyl siding and there is a bit of administrative history, 1981 the board was created. At the time there was 

debate back and forth as to exterior, paint scheme, color, vinyl siding, looks like a pretty blatant omission 

not to address paint scheme and vinyl siding, had to be left out tor the Ordinance to pass, that was the 

politics of the day. My opinion of the day to address vinyl siding would best be done as a proposed 

Ordinance to the City Council, that is where your authority lies. B. Snodgrass reads his guidelines to the 

audience and the board. S. Williams said what we have in the Ordinance is basically rules, if you want to 

use vinyl siding then this can only be approved, the boards legislature is the City Council, we can't come 

up with rules on our own we have to follow what we are given. D. Steinert said he liked the guidelines 

or whatever but I do think it is a political decision, we only answer to the Mayor, time to re-visit the City 

Council. Snodgrass said that the Ordinance does not prohibit vinyl siding. Dana mentioned buildings 

that the board might think should never have vinyl siding put on them, then something that says as long as 

they don't damage or obscure the features, then where are we. S. Williams said the board does not have 

the authority to tum an application down on the basis of vinyl siding, it's like the Lanier home being 

painted orange, board can't do anything about it, was intentionally left out of the Ordinance. That is the 

only thing that I can stress, vinyl siding and color were intentionally omitted from the Ordinance. 

If we really want to change that I would suggest a City Ordinance, let the City Council have their # of 

readings and then vote on it. Have the entire city watch it on T.Y. and see how they feel about it. If you 

turn somebody down then you are turning them down on non-Ordinance reasons. J. Yarnetsky 

mentioned using historic materials. Laura, Historic Landmarks, says she thinks vinyl siding changes the 

character of the structure, also include the facts of non-durability of vinyl siding, not energy saving. 

Home owner only gets one side of the story, vinyl only covers up, hides termite damage, etc. D. Steinert 

says he thinks the only way to settle this is to ask the City Council to act, if they choose not to then our 

hands are tied, but they are the elected officials. Right now we are in limbo. Link Ludington, audience, 

would like board to consider adopting a comprehensive approach to institute in the guidelines that have 

been postponed since 1982, this is only one of the problem areas, the single most important area that 

guidelines would help, just include this in the package that the Mayor's been requesting. Even if you just 

adopt recommendations to let people know that it is not a solution, just covers up problems. Every time 

you grant a C. of A. for vinyl you are just saying that this is appropriate, this is just a part of it, all the 

same ball of wax, why not just include this in the design guidelines. It is impossible to install vinyl siding 

the way the guidelines now read, adopt recommendations, although not a solution. Design a booklet. 

Kim Washer said not everyone can afford historic materials. B. Snodgrass said they can't hold them to 

the design guidelines and it will be awhile before we have the booklet. Lou Buckendorf, audience, said 

he thinks the recommendations (guidelines) are just great, move forward. Suzanne Skaggs wonders how 

this would be addressed to the City Council, needs to be properly worded. A. Patton said don't use vinyl 

siding unless you really have to. B. Snodgrass mentioned the board has approved vinyl siding several 

times. There is a $ difference in using vinyl and wood over a 20 year period. After lengthy discussion on 

what to do D. Steinert said I think this should go to the City Council. B. Snodgrass would like to smooth 

out a few things before it goes to the City Council. Board members thought the present guidelines were 

OK to go on to the City Council. Alaine Patton made a motion to go to the City Council with the 
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guidelines that Dr. Snodgrass has put before us. D. Steinert wanted to second the motion with a small 

amendment that vinyl siding not be put over masonry or anything other than wood, wood framing. Board 

members agreed. Roll call - All Approvals - Will be presented to the Mayor and the City Council. 

A motion was made by Kim Washer to adjourn, seconded by Dana Riddle. Meeting adjourned at 8:55 

PM. After meeting adjourned, D. Steinert mentioned changes to the Cottonmill plans and if they are 

exterior. Will be checked out by Jim Stonn, Building Inspector, parking may be changed. 

BY ORDER OF THE mSTORl . DISTRICT BOARD OF REVIEW 

_-=---=--_-r-___ ,,£---I--=-"-=_,_Marlene Joslin, Secretary 


