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The City of Madison Historic District Board of Review meeting scheduled for the month of 
November was held November 25, 1996 at 7:30 p.m. in the City Hall Building. Frank Gunter, 
Chairman, presided over the meeting with the following board members present: Kim Washer, 
Dave Adams, Dana Riddle, Robert Snodgrass, Darryl Steinert & Alaine Patton. Also present 
were: Dan Hobbs, Attorney; Steve Horton, Ass't. Bldg. Inspector; & Marlene Joslin, Secy. 
There were no additions or corrections to the previous months minutes as distributed so 
they stand approved as recorded and distributed. 

New Business: Certification of the City 
F. Gunter said since Dr. Snodgrass raised the question first perhaps you would like to 
address some of the issues first and straight-away. Dr. Snodgrass said "sure". Thanked 
John Paquette for getting the members information requested. First I would like for you 
to describe Historic Landmarks of Indiana, what it is, how it is funded, etc. John said 
Historic Landmarks of Indiana started in 1960, it is the largest state-wide preservation 
in the country and is non profit. We try to help communities with preservation, we are 
funded with membership of 3800 members, have a $3,000,000.00 budget, have five regional 
offices. Have a staff of about forty-five people. Snodgrass ask if he answered to any
one. John said "no sir" we don't. Snodgrass said then Cornerstone is your affiliate or 
district branch? John said anyone with Historic Preservation can be an affiliate-S01C. 
Means they have a close relationship with Historic Landmarks. Doesn't mean we answer to 
them or that we do things any different with them, treat them the same as anyone else. 
Provides a few benefits, there are quarterly meetings that affiliate them with us. 
Dr. Snodgrass said one of the things that prompted my letter to the board members and to 
you was the several phone calls I received. An example was if the board would be able to 
approve vinyl siding & vinyl windows. John said that was the boards decision. Preser
vation is local and it is whatever you choose to do. K. Washer said then we will still 
answer to local government not to the state. John said "correct". D. Steinert said 
doesn't this require certain qualifications to serve on the board. John said "no" the 
qualifications are have a professional staff person to administer the program which I 
qualify for and Mr. Gunter would also qualify with his experience and education in his 
history related field and there are probably others on the board that would qualify. 
Requirement is that one person in the city fill that requirement, at least one. I don't 
know everybodies back ground in terms of preservation & education. The standards ,that 
you gave us, does it mean that we have to go by those standards? John said "no" it is 
just saying that is the goal of the state wide program. Historic Landmarks tries to help 
communities and organizations better achieve those goals, again it is local. You will 
still need to make your own decision. Snodgrass said he couldn't read local into the 
documents he had been given. Alaine said it states "strongly recommended", not required. 
Alaine said she was under the impression that all the board members need to be qualified, 
then I read that little paragraph. John said the only requirement is that you have an 
interest in historic preservation. Alaine mentioned the up-dating which John said that 
would be his job. I would work with you and the Mayor on updating housing, etc. would 
probably be on an annual basis. Alaine ask if this comes under your description as being 
a Circuit Rider or what? John said "yes", but you have a professional staff right now. 
F. Gunter said if "I am not available" would the Mayor be responsible to make sure that 
at least one member of the board be qualified? John said "yes". Steinert said he does 
n9t see where it says just one, looks at page 4 under B, it says there must be adequately 
qualified review commission. Reads the points, doesn't say just one, says to the extent 
available. John said this would be up to the Mayor to determine. Steinert said you 
would also have to defend if all these members were not correct, would not have the free
dom the community has had. Snodgrass said it then states that the city would have to 
hire someone. Snodgrass said your salary is provided by Historic Landmarks with the City 
paying $2,000. per year. How do we know that that is going to stay at $2000.00? John 
said he did not knovv. Snodgrass said all the work that appears to be done, we would need 
a full time secretary. Snodgrass ask Marlene how many boards she is secretary for. The 
answer was three. Snodgrass said could you give us more time, like 50% of your time a 
week. Marlene said "no" not really. Snodgrass said would have to hire a secretary to 
take care of the added werk. John said why would you need another secretary? Snodgrass 
said there is going to be enough work here, judging from all of this. John said he would 
do the work. Snodgrass said then you would be here full time. John said "no" it is not 
a full time job. Snodgrass said looking at all of this it would be an awful lot of work. 
Would also be a lot more work for the board members. John said it might be a little more 
work but I thought there was interest enough to bring it before the board, also thought 
the Mayor was interested in the program. Grant mOney was mentioned, John doesn't know 
how much for sure - grant money would have to be matched. Alaine ask what would happen 
if they go ahead and do this and then the City Council, for some reason, decided not to 
keep the contract? John said you could just drop out of the program. Alaine ask how 
many CU;'s at this time. John said nine right now. F. Gunter ask the maximum possibilitie~ 
John said it is 10% of the HPA's Federal grant - could be as many cities as qualify. 
Snodgrass said he also objects to the mandatory training sessions - -. John said I just 
assumed that having an interest in preservation that the majority of four members would 
be going to sessions, workshops, training shops - one coming up here with Mr. Ludington. 
F. Gunter at this time read a letter from the Elkhart Historic & Cultural Preservation 
Commission, all board members have a copy. K. Washer noticed that the Mayor is here, 
would like his comments and thoughts. Mayor Huntington said number one I would like to 
compliment the board on their questions. I have two points of view - 1. I don't want 
to see us lose control of historic preservation, don't want it to go to the state or the 
Federal government, want it to be done by people just like the board now. 2. I don't 
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think we are beyond the point of learning more. I don't have the answers. We don't want 
to give up what we have here tonight, if you feel we are, then I don't think this is a good 
idea. If not, it has other things to offer. F. Gunter thinks the board should make up its 
own mind but if there are people in the audience with comments they can speak. Jim Quinn 
who works with John said he has work with CLG's for over 6 years and the intent of the 
program is to work with communities on educational issues and fulfill the states require
ment to administer that 10% of the national park service money to the local communities 
and they have to have guidelines. Spoke with Tom Meredith concerning sending videos out 
to communities that could not attend workshops - would just watch the video at home. This 
would fulfill the members requirements. They don't intend to force you to do something 
that will take up a lot of your time, you would do just what you are doing right here. 
Suzanne Skaggs would just like to encourage the board members to consider why you accepted 
being on the historic board. Hopefully in search of preservation in the community. 
Snodgrass would like to see the word guideline instead of certification. Link Ludington 
said there is no down-side to this, some of you just trying to find fault with it. Other 
communities in the state and allover the country have done this, only enhances historic 
preservation efforts. Grant money is important and we will at least have a shot at up 
to $50,000. that nobody will have a shot at without the connection. Nothing wrong with 
this. If you don't want to attend sessions or workshops, then don't ••• there are plenty 
of other people who will. D. Adams mentioned the priorities in the community, writing grants. 
John would help find somebody to help write for grants. Darryl said because he has asked 
questions doesn't mean that I am against this, it is important that I have been given this 
opportunity by the city and I will try to do the best job that I can. Darryl went on to 
say he has a real concern about downtown and that is that it is a real mixed community 
economically. Have a wide range of incomes, wide range of ways in which people earn their 
living, and I find this very exciting. We create enormous/tremendous pressures to change 
the breakdown of the community here, will have a change in the way the community operates. 
Could change to be a place like Williamsburg. In some peoples eyes it may make us more like 
a Disneyland. All this depends on your values and how you look at these things. My concern 
is that time changes and usage changes, nobody complains about the need to go back to out
houses, not having electricity. How do we know what will come down the pike that will re
quire us to change what we will need to worry about. Concern myself about the way there are 
fads preservation. I agree with Link that there is much to offer in this but we have no , 
guarantee that as long as thisis a regulation rather than guidelines that some new person 
will come into the office and how they will interpret them. Other than a few thousand 
-dollars I don't know what it has to offer, we have Cornerstone, County Historical Society, 
Historic Madison, Link Ludington, Main Street Program also have community Foundation. A 
lot of things to offer. We could say "thanks' but "no thanks" when it comes to rules and 
regulations whether they are treated like guidelines or not handed to us so I have very 
mixed emotions and have a hard time deciding how vote despite the questions I have asked. 
Money is involved. Alaine said it states strongly recommended but not required. Lou 
Buckendorf said he would be more than happy to help John in anyway, any avenue. Have helped 
in many ways already for the community. I'm involved in Cornerstone. After lengthy dis
cussion the board chose to vote on applying to become a Certified Local Government program. 
There were All Approval votes with the exception of B. Snodgrass & D. Steinert who voted to 
disapprove becoming a Certified Local Government program. Vote was (5) to (2). 

1. Rol::lert & Toni Carpenter - C. of A. to replace wood siding ~th vinyl siding at 748 
Presbyterian Avenue. Zoned Historic District (HOR) 

Toni Carpenter was present to speak for the application stating the bottom is rotted out in 
several places as well as some other spots of the house. F. Gunter said it looked good in the 
front. Alaine ask how old the house is. Toni said she didn't know. Most of the houses and 
buildings in the area already has vinyl siding. No further comments - Roll call - All Approval 
votes to allOW' the vinyl siding as applied for. 

2. Q;'s One of a Kind/Tim Hamon - C. of A. for window signage, projecting sign, sandwich 
board sign, renove old "Bears" sign & corrugated rraterial & replace with a painted sign 
board-narbled with a new flat sign affixed to that at 208 E. Main St. Zoned (CBD) 

.I 

Tim Harmon, Sign Painter, was present to speak for the signage stating that he and the owner 
had reduced the size of the sign after speaking with the Plan Commission Secretary and after 
reading the Ordinance. All signs are now within the guidelines of the Ordinance. The OWner 
said he had been mis-lead by Main Street Projects. No further comments - Roll call - All 
Approval votes to grant application as applied for. 

3. King's Daughters' Hospital - C. of A. to denolish, renove existing structure, clean, graae 
& SOW' grass on the site at 125 w. 5th Street. Zoned Historic District (HOR) 

Dean Woolard, K.D.H., was present to speak for the application stating he does not know what 
the plans are for the location but have been told it is not habital. Carl Sutton said it is 
right across the street from his business and it is rat infested, bad shape, just a shack and 
needs to be torn down. There was some discussion on the issue before Dean Woolard chose to 
table the application until later. Roll call to table application - All Approval votes with 
the exception of Kim washer who abstained from voting. - Application tabled. 

4. King's Daughters' Hospital - C. of A. to reIlDVe existing steps, replace with porch, erect 
~t iron directional business signage - sane as existing at 513-515 West St. Zoned 
Historic District (HOR) 

Dean Woolard, K.D.H., spoke for this application explaining the entrance sign. D. Steinert 
said you are proposing a 24' sign and the limit is 16 sq. ft. is quite a fair amount larger. 
Alaine Patton ask if it could be reduced in size. Mr. Woolard said he saw no reason why it 
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The City of Madison Historic District Board of Review meeting scheduled for the month of 
January was held January 27, 1997 at 7:30 p.m. in the City Hall Building. Frank Gunter, 
Chairman, presided over the meeting with the following board members present: Kim Washer, 
Dave Adams, Dana Riddle, Robert Snodgrass, Darryl ' Steinert & Alaine Patton. Also present 
were: Dan Hobbs, Attorney; Steve Horton, Ass't. Building Inspector; & Marlene Joslin, 
Secretary. There were no additions or corrections to the previous minutes as distributed 
(November, '96) so they stand approved as recorded and distributed. 

1. Sportsnan Bar/RaynDIld Geyman - C. of A. to brick front of building at 114 E. Main St. 
Zoned Central Business District (CBD) 

Mr. Geyman, Applicant, was present to speak for his application and answer any questions. 
Drawings and pictures were passed around to board members. Kim Franklin, Main Street 
Projects, had been working with Mr. Geyman. Mr. Geyman prefers the awning look. There 
were no questions or objections to the application. Mr. Geyman was present because he 
was making a conspicuous change in the exterior appearance of the building which would be 
an alteration. Roll call - Application granted as applied for with all Approval votes. 

2. Scrub Board/Steve Lizotte, Sr. - C. of A. to change flat roof to a hip roof (4-12) 
pitch with 16" vinyl overhang & gables on front & back. of roof to be vinyl at 811 w. 
Main Street. Zoned Specialty District (SD) 

Steve Lizotte, Sr., Applicant, was present to speak for his application stating that the 
structure will look just like the one in Hanover. We now have a flat roof and want to 
change it to a gable roof with gable ends to be vinyl clad. Keith Webster speaking for the 
building next to the Scrub Board said their concern is the guttering and drainage - where 
will the water go? Steve Lizotte said the water will drain to the back of the building. 
No further questions or comments - Roll call - All Approval votes - Application granted. 

3. Renard Keal/Raniy Eggenspiller - C. of A. to make exterior changes to fencing, wi.ndown, 
doors, porches, walks, drives, siding & rerocwe existing room on south side of hone 
add a 12 x 16' family room & a 16 x 20' carport on the south side of hone at 201 w. 
First Street. Zoned Historic District (HDR) 

Randy Eggenspiller was present to speak for the application and answer any questions the 
board has. Frank Gunter commented that good information was supplied to the board mem
bers. Alaine Patton questioned the relocation of the windows. Randy said will just be 
relocating door from the east to the west, windows to the east side. John Paquette ask 
Randy if they did any research on the building as to what it did look like several years 
ago. Randy said they did not. Frank Gunter said this building happens to be immediately 
south of where I have lived for the last 11 years so I have been aware of the gradual 
deterioration of the building. When I bought my house in 1986 the house was in relatively 
good shape, since that time it has been altered many - many times, underneath the vinyl 
is modern plastic or whatever they use, the original wood is not there, all the windows 
and door on the first floor are modern. I might have old photographs made in 1986 that 
would shaw what the house used to look like, but certainly does not look like that now. 
Frank explains the drawings to the board members. Kim Washer ask about the wood over 
head doors. There will not be any doors, will be carport. Frank Gunter said since 
Randy has done numerous houses that he would like to suggest you do a house that is non
plastic, even though what you do is very clean and sophisticated, I know as a contractor 
if you wanted to you could make a wooden house. Why don't you consider that? Do a real 
house not just a plastic house. I think you are in a position to do this, make decisions. 
There were no further comments or questions - Roll call - All Approval votes with the 
exception of Frank Gunter who voted to disapprove. - Application granted. 

4. Janes R. Holt dba Vail Holt Funeral Hone - C. of A. to install frame dare marquee over 
front & Broadway side steps at 402 w. Main Street. Zoned Specialty Dist. (SD) 

Tim Day, President of T.L. Day Canvas Co., was present to explain the proposed aluminum 
welded frame-domed step-down Marquee - covered in fabric of applicant's choice. The 
dimensions would be 7' 6'( wide x 16' 6" long x 46" high, legs cut to specs. to add height. 
Would be going to the edge of the sidewalk. It was s~ggested that the Broadway elevation 
be done first to see if it is liked, if liked, then do the front. Kim Franklin, Main St. 
Projects, was concerned with the door opening, hurting the material around the doors. Mr. 
Day explained just how the awning would be so as not to hurt the facade of the building. 
Darryl Steinert mentioned the height and how for the awning will drop down. Mr. Day ex
plained the purpose was to protect people from the weather, would be just short of 3'. 
Frank Gunter ask how long been in business, how old is the structure? Jim Holt said the 
building was built in 1870, been a funeral home since 1924. Mr. Holt amended his appli
cation to do just the Broadway Street side first. Dan Hobbs, Attorney, said could leave 
the front awning pending for -X- number of days so Mr. Holt doesn't have to re-apply. 
Mr. Holt said he would get with Kim Franklin and come back, will have better idea. Leave 
application pending. Darryl sees a lot of if's, a real danger to the looks of this old 
structure. After more discussion Dana Riddle made a motion to do the Broadway Street 
side awning and leave the Main Street awning pending for 90 days so the application stays 
open, Kim Washer seconded the motion. Roll call - All Approval votes - go ahead with the 
side entrance. 

Old Business: Frank Gunter mentioned the old building on 5th Street owned by King's 
Daughters' Hospital that was requested by the hospital to be demolished. There was a 
committee of 4 or 5 that investigated that building and determined it should be demolished. 
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Bob Snodgrass made a cormnent that if something like this occurs again that more than 
(1) board member participate in the statement that a structure should be demolished. 
There is no disrespect to the persons that looked at the building. There was some 
discussion concerning who looked at the structure and board members said more of them 
should be notified before a decision is made. Frank Gunter said that was his fault. 
No further discussion - Roll call - All approv.al votes for demolition of the building 
on 5th. street. 

At this time New Business - election of a Chairman and a Vice Chairman for 1997. 
Alaine Patton nominated Dana Riddle, Darryl Steinert seconded the nomination. 
Nominations were closed and all members voted unanimouslyfor Dana to be Chair~oman 
for the year 1997. For Vice Chairman, Kim Washer nominated Darryl Steinert and 
Alaine Patton seconded the motion. All members voted unanimously for Darryl to be 
Vice Chairman for the year 1997. nCongratulations to Dana & Darryl, 1997 Chai.rwoman 
& Vice Chai.nnan n !!! 

Alaine Patton brought up the soda pop machines and also the Tee's sign. Steve Horton 
said he had made three trips to the Tee-shirt building and has never seen the person in 
charge of the sign. There are two businesses in the same building. 

John Paquette passed out the brochure on Tax Credits for Rehabilitating Historic Buildings. 
John also passed out a sample resume', need to show interest in the Historic Board. 

Alaine Patton also mentioned the Church that was demolished. Will possibly be discussed 
at another time. 

No further business to come before the board meeting adjourned at 8: 38 p.m. 
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