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HISTORIC DISTRICT BOARD OF REVIEW

Minutes








July 28, 2008

The City of Madison Historic District Board of Review held a regular scheduled meeting on Monday, July 28, 2008 at 6:30 p.m. in City Hall.  Tony Hertz, chairman, presided over the meeting with the following board members present:  Dirk Cheatham, Virginia Jorgensen, Richard Murray, Linda Wenning, Paul Davis, and Robert Saueressig.  Also present were:  Mike Hoffman, Building Inspector; Mary Jean Stotts, attorney; and Louann Waller, secretary.

There were no additions or corrections to the minutes from the previous meeting.

R. Murray made the motion to approve the minutes – seconded by G. Jorgensen – roll call – all ayes.  Minutes stand approved as recorded and distributed.

Note:  Poor tape audibility – minutes are condensed.

New Applications:

1. J.P. Morgan Chase Bank – C. of A. to remove existing roof material; tuck point loose brick; install 2-in. x 8-in. gutter board; install ½-in. OSB sheathing; install 30# felt and flashing on all chimneys; install 30-yr. dimensional shingles with hip and ridge shingle caps; install metal fascia to new gutter board; and install large aluminum seamless gutters and downspouts.

Location:  402 E. Main St.

Zoned:  Central Business District (CBD)

This application was presented by the real estate agent, Ron Brown, who explained to the board this is a repossessed building and is sure everyone is aware the roof needs to be repaired.  He advised he has received two bids for the work one of which was submitted by Gary Whiddon Construction in the amount of $31,635.00.  Mr. Brown reviewed the bid list.  
R. Murray said the bid does not include OSB.  Mr. Brown said in reading from the original bid it is included.

R. Saueressig asked what style of guttering Mr. Whiddon proposed.  Mr. Brown answered they would be seamless aluminum.  R. Saueressig then asked if the downspouts would be appropriate for the period of the building.  Mr. Brown said he didn’t know – could consider this.  R. Saueressig then asked Mr. Brown if he thought there would be a price difference for time period downspouts.  Mr. Brown said he thought they would be higher.  M. Hoffman advised there was a price from Durable Slate Co. who gave a quote for the gutters of $16,000.00 (old style).
R. Murray asked how long Chase has owned the building.  Mr. Brown said he thought since August, 2005.  R. Murray also asked when the original damage occurred to the roof.  Mr. Brown said he was unsure.

R. Murray said this board is trying to protect a historic building and if Chase does not want to pay to properly repair the roof they will lose a lot of business in this town.  Mr. Brown remarked that Chase Bank is not interested in historic preservation.  R. Murray then said a slate roof should increase the value of the building.

D. Cheatham said the major problem is the leaking – causing major damage.  Mr. Brown told there is major damage to the third floor, east wall damage, third floor ceiling has fallen in, and there is also second floor damage.
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D. Cheatham asked if there is any guarantee with the slate work.  Mr. Brown answered there is no guarantee and salvaged slate would be used.

J. Stotts said when she bought her building 2 ½ yrs. ago, which is located across the street from 402 E. Main Street, she could see soft spots in the roof – roof was bowed.

P. Davis asked if either one of the bids gave a price for just the seamless gutters.  Mr. Brown answered “no.”  P. Davis then asked what the estimate to repair the slate was.
M. Hoffman answered the bid was for $7,500.00 which was for 300 slate.

R. Murray asked what Mr. Brown thought Chase Bank response would be if this board denied the asphalt shingles.  Mr. Brown said he didn’t know – Chase hasn’t said – building is not functional and is useless for modern day function.  In response to T. Hertz, Mr. Brown said the current estimated value of the building is approximately $50,000 - $60,000.00.

Audience member, Laura Renwick, remarked that the slate roof is very important – important feature of the building.

R. Saueressig asked Ms. Renwick if there would be tax credits available.  She answered in the case of a foreclosure she is not sure, however there would be tax credits available for an individual – 20% of what is spent on the rehabilitation project.  

No further questions or comments from the audience or board members.

Roll call – all members denied the application.

2. Charlene Wariner – C. of A. for complete rebuild of fire damaged structure.  Exterior materials to be utilized include:  Hardiplank siding, Pella wood/vinyl clad windows; 30-yr. roof shingles, and gutters.  

Location:  310 Poplar St.

Zoned:  Historic District Residential (HDR)

Ms. Wariner and Ora Scott presented this application.  Ms. Wariner told that following the house fire, she was approached by the owner and asked to purchase/rehab the house in honor of the owner’s mother.

R. Murray asked if they planned to use the original siding on the second floor.  Mr. Scott answered the second floor has wood siding and they plan to cover this with Hardiplank siding.  R. Murray also asked if they will try to replicate the original design features.  Both Mr. Scott and Ms. Wariner said that is their plan.  They further stated they will maintain all current window and door placements and sizes.  

T. Hertz asked if there will be a front porch.  Mr. Scott said they will replace the porch – will have the porch match the other two houses.

No further questions or comments from the board or audience.

Roll call – all ayes.  Application approved as applied.
3. Eric and Kelly Rector – C. of A. to install energy efficient vinyl replacement windows.

Location:  630 W. Third St.

Zoned:  Historic District Residential (HDR)












      191

Page 3

Historic District Board of Review

July 28, 2008
Mr. Rector presented his application stating he and his wife would like to replace the existing windows due to high heating bill and they want to improve the house appearance.  He told they plan for the replacement windows to be single pane (one over one) and double hung.  He explained the new windows will have the same style as the existing.

T. Hertz asked if Mr. Rector plans to put the storm windows back in.  Mr. Rector said the storm windows won’t be necessary and they are in terrible condition.  In fact, he told that some of the windows have plexiglass rather than glass.  
R. Murray asked if the Rectors had compared wood windows with storm windows with vinyl.  He told there is no energy efficiency with vinyl windows.  R. Murray that he has looked at the applicants windows and thinks all they need are some caulking and putty – can’t tell what they look like on the inside and that Mr. Rector would be better off spending his money to insulate the attic.  Mr. Rector advised he has already insulated the attic.
Mr. Rector told that all the existing windows are inoperable.

D. Cheatham asked the applicant if the windows are original to the house.  Mr. Rector answered “no.”  He explained the house is an 1840’s federal style cottage of which they wish to make livable for modern conditions.  Further he stated the exterior of the house has no special features or decorative detail.  

Audience member, Jack Patchin, told Mr. Rector the windows can be fixed and would be glad to work with Mr. Rector in helping to restore them.  

Roll call – 

L. Wenning

Approve

R. Murray

Disapprove

P. Davis

Approve

R. Saueressig

Disapprove

T. Hertz

Approve

G. Jorgensen

Approve (urged the applicant to restore the current windows if at 





possible)

D. Cheatham

Approve

Application approved as applied.
4. River Mill Preservation Co. – C. of A. to remove existing deck; construct new deck; and add an emergency exit.

Location:  108 St. Michael’s Ave.
Zoned:  General Business (GB)

Application withdrawn per request of applicant.
5. Nathan Montoya and Annette Vestuto – C. of A. to install canvas awning and three goose-neck lights; and for new signage.

Location:  110 E. Main St.

Zoned:  Central Business District (CBD)

Mr. Montoya told that he and his wife purchased the building in November, 2006.  He went through each item in the application and remarked they want the building façade to 
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be simple and elegant.  The building renovations were designed by John and Kim Nyberg.
Mr. Montoya said the awning would be a small awning – black – end braces will be wrought iron made by Madison Iron Works.  In explaining the lighting, Mr. Montoya said there will be three lights – gooseneck design.  The issue of incandescent verses fluorescent was discussed.  
As far as the signage, Mr. Montoya explained the length of the store name makes it difficult to comply with the Historic Ordinance requirements (2/3 of the width of the building) and therefore wished to deviate.  

Roll call – all ayes.  Application approved as applied.
6. Tiffany Black (Property owner:  Cris Sauer) – C. of A. for a mural to be painted on exterior (south wall) of building.  

Location:  324 West St.

Zoned:  Central Business District (CBD)

Ms. Black presented this application and told that she wishes to paint a mural on the south wall of the Shipleys.  The mural will be a picture of a steamboat.   Ms. Black showed the board members and the audience a sketch of the final design.  Ms. Black told that she wants to glorify the history of Madison.  
R. Saueressig asked Ms. Black what the color will be outside of the frame.  She answered it will be blue.  

T. Hertz asked how much of the wall be covered.  Ms. Black told it will cover the entire wall – 80-ft. x 100-ft.

Ms. Black told that the financing for the mural will be through sponsors of which Cris Sauer (Shipleys owner) so far as been the primary contributor.

R. Murray inquired as to when Ms. Black plans to start the mural.  She answered she hopes to start in August.  Then R. Murray asked approximately how long it will take to complete the project.  Ms. Black said she hopes to have it done within three months – wants to get it done before there is snow.

R. Murray said he doesn’t think there is a policy on public art and doesn’t think Ms. Black’s project is considered a sign.  The board discussed wall art and if it needs to be brought before the board.  It was the consensus of the board members that a mural such as this (no business advertisement in the mural) would not need to be formally applied.  The board would like for the artist to meet with the board for an advisory only.  
R. Saueressig suggested perhaps there needs to be a public art policy.  

Laura Renwick, audience member, questioned how the wall will be prepared.

Ms. Black told she had discussed this with John Stacier, Historic Madison, Inc., who had recommended clearing the wall with a mild detergent and then using a primer.

No further questions or comments from the board or audience.

Roll call – all ayes.  Application approved as applied.
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7. Eric Thompson – C. of A. to restore front porch; replace roof , windows, doors, gutters, and siding; rebuild rear porch; replace garage door; and remove storage addition.

Location:  409 Mill St.


Zoned:  Specialty District (SD)

Mr. Thompson told that he and his wife recently purchased the property planning to move from Louisville to Madison.  Their plan is to return the house to a single family dwelling from that of a rental.  This will be their home.
Mr. Thompson gave an extensive visual presentation of the project and reviewed each proposed change.  He told the biggest change to the house will be to remove the front sliding glass doors and replace with a front porch.  All replacement windows will be solid wood with aluminum clad.

R. Murray stated he did not care for the proposed front door – not appropriate.  Mr. Thompson explained the glass in the door will not be leaded – will be plain glass – he agreed leaded glass would not be appropriate.

No questions or comments from the audience.

Roll call – all ayes.  Application approved as applied.
8. Dean & Brent Adams – C. of A. to install Hardiplank siding on east and west walls; repaint/repair front façade; replace porch roof with shingles; restore front windows and door; and replace side windows with new wood windows.

Location:  220 W. Second St.
Zoned:  Historic District Residential (HDR)
Dean Adams presented his application.  He told he plans, if possible, he plans to restore the existing front wood windows – new side windows will be wood.  

Roll call – all ayes.  Application approved as applied.  

Business – Old or New:

There were three (3) presentations in which the presenters outlined their projects.  These included:

Mike Totten – Jefferson County Courthouse

Georgie Kelley – Mural project – gift from Chautauqua to the City of Madison in celebration of the Bicentennial.

Bob Przewlock – River Mill Preservation Company (Cotton Mill)

There was no further business to be brought before the board.

G. Jorgensen made the motion to adjourned – seconded by P. Davis

Meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m.

_______________________________

Louann Waller, Secretary
