COMMON COUNCIL
AUGUST 4, 2020

The Common Council of the City of Madison, Indiana, met in regular session at 5:30 P.M. at City
Hall, 101 W. Main Street.

Mayor Courtney opened the meeting with the Lord’s Prayer followed by the Pledge of
Allegiance to the Flag.

Present: Thevenow, Creech, Rampy, L. Dattilo, Chatham, Bartlett and D. Dattilo {7-0).

MINUTES:
Thevenow made a motion to approve the July 21, 2020 minutes, seconded by Bartlett. All in
favor, motion carried (7-0).

DISTINGUISHED CORPORATE CITIZEN PROCLAMATION:

Glen Rogers and Tony Ralston, representing Madison Tool & Die, were present for a
proclamation acknowledging all the good their company has done to assist the city and
especially the parks to get through the Covid crisis.

RECOGNITION OF INTERNS:
Chief of Staff McGee recognized all the summer interns — Carson Cheatham, Megan Hill, Trinity
Marshall and Isaac Taylor for all their great help during the summer months.

SWEARING IN OF NEW POLICE OFFICERS:
Chief Wallace and Mayor Courtney swore in new police officers Mariann Nichole Midgett and
Jordan Perry.

MPD COMMENDATIONS:

Patrolmen Brian Ashcraft and Josh Nolan were presented with Medals of Valor for their part in
saving the life of an individual threatening suicide on the bridge. Nolan also received the
Lifesaving Medal of Honor by conducting two rounds of CPR in reviving an individual in a life
threatening circumstance. Officer Brad Demaree received the Lifesaving Medal of Honor for
applying a tourniquet to a victim when a car crashed through the showroom window at
McCubbin Motors. It was determined by health officials that without the tourniquet the person
likely could have died. Officer Ricky Harris was declared a Hometown Hero for all of his selfless
contributions to the force as canine officer.

REPORTS OF CITY OFFICIALS:

Brian Jackson reported that he is still waiting on the accountants to give an update on the
status of the water rate study. The Lorenz Park Sewer Project is coming up. Jackson had asked
for assistance from the Redevelopment Commission for help on a sewer repair project on East
Main St. that is affecting 11 businesses. Redevelopment has committed to help. The



maintenance on the city water tanks began Monday by Pittsburg Tank. The drainage along
Ferry St. is being repaired. The moratorium on disconnects is August 15. As of now there is
approximately $31,000.00 in unpaid revenue. A payment plan is being worked on so people and
businesses can catch their bills up. Landlords are not responsible for the water but they are the
sewer.

Matt Wirth thanked all the interns, especially Isaac Taylor for helping him with his office. The
current unemployment rate in Jefferson County is at 10.4%. This is down considerably from the
recent rate of over 20%. The unemployment stipend ran out last week and many people are
moving back to work. Some of the local strategic initiatives include a 3 month extension on
revolving loan relief. An application for Covid-19 relief grants to small businesses has been
initiated. $5,000.00-$10,000.00 will be made available and a committee will be formed to
oversee the distribution. The Clifty Plaza and multi-unit family housing talks are ongoing. They
have been delayed because of the pandemic. The pursuit of a downtown grocery store
continues. Recent data has shown that the downtown would support a store. A company out of
Nebraska is in town to look for potential sites. This company would employ about 12 workers.
The large industries in town appear to be very stable.

Chief Wallace reported that the SOP committee met on July 23™. There was very good
feedback from the committee. Some of the rules and regulations have already been tweaked.
Wallace thanked intern Megan Hill for her help this summer. New employee Carol Lee has done
a great job with organizing the evidence room. Some 7000 pieces of outdated evidence has
been removed. The next SOP meeting will be August 11. The bike, golf cart and foot patrols
have started and the Crime Suppression Team has been very effective in battling crime and the
scourge of drugs. Mayor Courtney thanked the Wallace and the force for all the positive
progress in reducing crime and especially the success of the task force.

BILLS ON SECOND READING:
ORDINANCE NO. 2020-10

FAIR HOUSING ORDINANCE
Thevenow had reviewed the ordinance and noted that it was very close to the previous
ordinance but with a few typographical errors. The human rights commission is also covered
under this ordinance and when motioning on it Thevenow stressed that we are only replacing
section 93.01 through 93.10. Thevenow then made a motion to suspend the rules and move to
the third reading, seconded by Rampy. All in favor, motion carried (7-0).

BILLS ON THIRD READING:
ORDINANCE NO. 2020-10
FAIR HOUSING ORDINANCE
Roll call vote: Thenenow —Y, Rampy - Y, Creech ~ Y, Bartlett -Y, L. Dattilo — Y, Chatham -V, D.
Dattilo — Y. Ordinance No. 2020-10 is passed (7-0).

BILLS ON SECOND READING:
ORDINANCE NO. 2020-11



DRUG FREE WORKPLACE ORDINANCE
Rampy made a motion to suspend the rules and move to the third reading, seconded by
Thevenow. All in favor, motion carried (7-0).

BILLS ON THIRD READING:
ORDINANCE NO. 2020-11
DRUG FREE WORKPLACE ORDINANCE
Roll call vote: L. Dattilo — Y, Chatham — Y, Thevenow - Y, Bartlett — Y, Rampy -V, D. Dattilo -,
Creech — Y. Ordinance no. 2020-11 is passed (7-0).

PUBLIC COMMENTS:

Stephanie Hellman inquired about the pool being closed on a previous evening and wondered
why it could not stay open. Mayor Courtney responded that it is essentially a business decision
and that it is not prudent to be open while paying staff if there are only a very small number of
patrons present. These are day to day decisions based on a number of factors including the
weather.

Rick Reuss commented that the benefits for unemployment running out could be a good thing
in getting people to go back to work.

MAYOR’S COMMENTS:

Mayor Courtney commented on the significant economic impact the virus had had on our
community. He is cognizant of a potential second wave. Tourism has been dramatically
impacted with most of the local festivals being cancelled for this year. Courtney noted that in
2018 alone there was $40 million in revenue to the city and 70% of it stayed local. Courtney
stated the city is doing all it can do to support local businesses and the work for the OCRA grant
money is ongoing. Indiana is still under phase 4.5 until at least the end of the month. The free
Covid testing site has served hundreds of people. The testing has been extended to August 31.
Courtney thanked the community, healthcare officials and businesses for their help in the City’s
efforts. Crystal Beach will be open, with discretion, until the end of the month. The budget
workshops went very well. Seth Pennington will be leaving the Parks Department and Matt
Woolard will step in to help with his duties and recruiting. The revamping of the Parks Dept. is
ongoing. Meetings continue with INDOT on the bridge approach to deal with drainage, traffic
and safety concerns. The current construction will probably continue until the spring. The policy
of redirecting semi-truck traffic is underway and Courtney thanked the community for their
help as well as the police dept. for enforcement. There are new patrols for this downtown and
for other issues.

Next council meeting is Tuesday, August 8, 2020 at 5:30 P.M. at City Hall.
D. Dattilo made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Rampy. All in favor, motion carried (7-0).

Meeting adjourned at 6:38 P.M.



APPROVED:

President Pro Tempore,

Rick Berry, Clerk-Treasurer



